THU GUI DIOGNETUS
Dich béi Mudi Cia Dat



Loi Tua

Thu gtii Diognetus (khoang 130-200 A.D.) duge dénh gia la
mot van ban bién gidi manh mé ciia Kito Gido trong nhiing thé
ky dau tien. Tac pham nay, dude viét bdi mot tac gia khong ro
danh tinh, sit dung nhitng lap luan logic va hiing bién dé giai
thich va bién gidi Diic Tin, dong thoi phan biét r6 rang Kito
gido vGi cac ton gido cua ngusi Hy Lap va ngusi Do Thai. Ngusi
nhan thu la mot ngusi tén Diognetus khong r6 danh tinh.

Van ban goc duge viét bang tiéng Hy Lap, va hién da co rat
nhiéu ban dich lai sang tiéng Anh. Mub6i Ctia Dat tham khao
cac ban tiéng Anh va dia vao d6 dé dich lai va chi thich sang
tiéng Viet.

Ban doc c¢6 thé tham khéo cac ban dich tiéng Anh tai day:

- Ban dich tut Early Church Classics

- Béan dich tit New Advents

- Ban dich tut Christian Classics Ethereal Library

- Ban tiéng Hy Lap

Tham khao thém cac bai dich tt Mudi Ciia Dat tai website:
muoicuadat.com


https://ia800506.us.archive.org/15/items/epistletodiognet00just/epistletodiognet00just.pdf
https://www.newadvent.org/fathers/0101.htm
https://www.ccel.org/ccel/richardson/fathers.x.i.ii.html
https://www.ccel.org/l/lake/fathers/diognetus.htm
https://muoicuadat.com/

I. Ly do viét thu

iNH THUA Téng Tran Diognetus: toi nhan thay ring ong

dang mong méi tim hiéu vé cach cac Kito hitu ton tho

Diic Chiia ctia ho. Ong da dat cau hdi mot cach ki cang
va chan thanh rang, diéu gi vé Diic Chia ma ho tin, v cach ho
tho phung Ngai, lai ¢6 thé khién cho ho xem nhe thé gian va
khinh thuong cai chét? Tai sao ho lai chdi bd cac vi than Hy
Lap va cac nghi 1& ctia nguoi Do Thai? Va ban chat cla tinh
yéu mén ma ho danh cho nhau 14 nhu thé nao? Va tai sao cong
dong méi nay va cach hanh dao cia ho chi méi xuat hién gan
day, nhung khong phai 13 tit rat lau vé trude?

T6i luén han hoan chao dén sy nhiét thanh ctia ong, va toi
cau nguyeén v6i Chtia, Dang da ban cho ta khd niang néi va nghe,
rang hiy gitip cho t6i ndi, sao cho t6i nghe duge rang ong da
khai tam, va hay giap cho ong nghe, sao cho t6i, 1a ngusi nai,
khong c6 1y do gi ma phai héi tiéec vé dieu minh da thoét ra.



II. Su vo6 nghia ctia ngau tuong

AO HAY LANG NGHE, hiy giai phéng tam tri minh khoi

nhitng guong xich ctia dinh kién, va gat bé nhitng diéu

von da quen thuoc vi ching sé dan ong di sai 16i. Hay
tré thanh mot con ngudi méi nhu thé tir thué ban dau, béi vi
ong sé dugc nghe mot gidao 1y ma chinh ong da thita nhan 1a mdéi.
Dimg chi nhin bing doi mit, ma hay ding ca Iy tri dé thau hiéu
ban chat va hinh théi ctia nhitng dang ma ong xung la than 1
thanh.

Co6 phai mot trong nhitng dang d6 1a d4, tuong ty nhu mat
san ma ta dang dam lén? Dang ké d6 1a dong, khong hé cao quy
hon nhitng vat dung ta diing hang ngay? Dang thit ba la go, va
da bi muc nat roi phai khong? Dang thi tu 1a bac, va luon can
mot ngudi canh gitt dé tranh bi mat trom? Con dang thit nam la
sat, bi gi sét an mon? Dang thit sau 1a dat, gia tri gi hon nhiing
vat dugc dung cho muc dich thap kém nhat?

Chéng phai nhimg dang d6 déu sé bi muc nat hu héng hay
sao? Chéng phai chiing déu dugc tao ra bing sit va lita? Ching
phai 13 mot trong s6 chiing dugce tao bdi thg diéu khac, cai thi
hai béi tho ren, cai tha ba bdéi thg bac, va cai thit tu béi tho
gdém? C6 phai 13 trude khi duge tao thanh hinh than ddng thanh
bdi tai nghé ctia nhitng ngudi thg, nhitng dang day déu da c6
thé tré thanh cac vat dung khac nhau? C6 phai la nhitng vat
hién dang dung dé dung, néu dudc lam tit nhitng vat liéu tuong
tur, thi cling c6 thé “hoa than” néu dudc tao tac bdi nhitng ngusi
thg trén? C6 phai nhitng dang ma ong dang ton thd, cling c6 the
duge nhao nan lai béi ban tay con ngusi thanh nhiing vat dung
khac? C6 phai tat ca ching déu diéc va mu? C6 phai ching déu
vo tri vo gidc, va tat cd déu bat dong? C6 phai ching roi ciing
sé bi muc nat va hu héng phai khong?

D6 1a nhitng thit ma ong xung 1a than 1a thanh; 6ng phung
vu va cting béi ching, va ong ciing sé trd thanh giéng nhu ching.
Va chinh vi Iy do d6 ma 6ng ghét nhing Kito hitu, vi ho khong
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coi chiing 1a than. Nhung chang phai ngay chinh ban than ong,
ngudi ma van dang vinh danh va ton tho nhitng vat ay, lai con
khinh miét ching hon ca cac Kité hitu? Chang phai ong da nhao
bang va xtc pham chiing con nhiéu hon khi tho phung nhiing
dang bang da va dat ma khong ban tam bd tri ngusi canh gac;
nhung doéi v6i nhitng dang bang bac va vang, ong lai cat ching
vao ban dém va cit ngusi canh vao ban ngay dé tranh bi méat
trom? Véi nhitng “vinh dy” ma ong dang dang lén nhu vay, néu
chiing né cé tri giac, thi chang phai ong dang déi xit té bac véi
ching hay sao? Nhung néu ching vo tri, thi tai sao 6ng lai ton
tho ching bang mau va mé cta 18 vat? Ai trong cac 6ng c6 thé
chiu dung dugc su lang ma d6? Ai trong céc ong cé thé chap
nhan nhitng diéu nay xay ra véi chinh minh? Khong mot ngudi
nao sin sang tu nguyén chiu dung sy déi xit nhu vay, bdi vi anh
ta c6 tri giac va ly tri; con cuc da thi sdn sang, béi vi n6 vo tri.
Vay chang phai qua cach hanh xit cia minh, 6ng dang chiing
minh cho su vo tri giac ciia chiing hay sao? Va toi ¢6 thé néi
nhiéu hon nita vé viéc tai sao cac Kito hitu khong bi rang buoc
béi nhitng dang nay; nhung néu ngay cd nhiing gi da néi la
khong dt, toi e rang toi khong can phai néi thém gi nita.



ITI. Sy mé tin cia ngudi Do Thai

IEP THEO, t6i doan ong dang rat néng long dé nghe veé
| van deé nay, rang cac Kito hitu khong hé theo cac nghi
1€ tho phung ctia ngudi Do Thai. Nguoi Do Thai da lam
dang khi ho kiéng cit cac kiéu thd phung ké trén, va chi dang
su thanh kinh ctia ho lén ding mot Chaa duy nhat, Dang clia
muon vat. Nhung néu ho lai tho phung Ngai theo nhitng phuong
thitc ma ta da ban, thi ho hoan toan sai lam. Vi néu nguoi Hy
Lap tu bién minh thanh nhiing ké mi quang bing viéc cling
té cho nhitng pho tugng vo tri vo giac, thi ngusi Do Thai nén
nhan ra sy vo nghia trong cach ho dang hién 1& vat (hon la siing
kinh) khi tuéng tugng riang Chia can dén ching. Béi vi Dang
da dung nén troi va dat, vA muon vat trong dé, va ban cho ta
moi diéu can thiét, nén chic chin Ngai khong thiéu thén nhiing
diéu ma chinh Ngai da ban cho nhiing ké mudén dang hién ching
lai cho Ngai.! D6i v6i toi, nhitng ké dang vinh danh Ngai bang
mau, md, va 1é thieu, cing khong khac gi nhiing ké ths phung
nhitng pho tugng diéc. Vi mot beén thi dang 1& vat cho nhiing
vat khong thé hudng duge su vinh danh, con mot bén thi dang
len cho Chiia, Dang ma khong thiéu thén diéu gi.

IV. Cac phong tuc khac cta ngusi Do Thai

‘-\ l HUNG SU CAN TRONG cua ho déi véi cac loai thit, su
meé tin ciia ho déi véi ngay Sabat, st khoe khoang ctia
ho vé hanh dong cat bao quy dau, su gia tao ctia ho vé

viéc an chay va nhiing ngay trang non—mnhing diéu 16 bich va

khong dang dé chi ¥—t6i cho ring ong khong can phai hoc them
dieu gi & toi. Vi dbi v6i nhitng vat dude tao ra bdi Chia cho con
nguoi sit dung, viec chap nhan mot s6 1a hoan hdo, nhung lai
ché nhiing vat khac 1a vo dung va thita thai, thi chang phai la

! Thanh Vinh 50:8-14; Cong vu Tong Do 17:24, 25
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mot sy bat kinh hay sao? Va viéc bién tuéng 10i ctia Chua, ctt
nhu thé Ngai cAm ta lam nhitng diéu t6t dep vao ngay Sabét,
chéng phai 14 mot su bang bd hay sao? Hon nita, viéc tung ho
chuyén cit xén mot phan than thé nhu mot biéu hien ctia nguoi
duge chon, va tin rang diéu d6 khién ho duge Chua dic biét tin
yeu, chang phai 1a mot dé tai dang dé ché giéu hay sao? Va vé
viéc quan sat cac vi sao va mat trang, tuan thu cac quy dinh
vé thang va ngay, phan biét cach sap dat ciia Chta va nhing
thay doi trong mila mang theo ¥ ctia ho, r6i bién mot s6 ngay
thanh 18 hoi trong khi s6 khac thanh thoi ky than khoéc, ai ¢6
thé coi day la su ths phuong thiéng lieng chit khong phai 1a bicu
hién ctia sy dién 16? Toi nghi ong da du thuyét phuc duge rang
cac Kito hitu da ding khi tranh xa khoéi si ngé ngan va sai lam
chung ciia nguoi Do Thai, va ciing nhu sy cau ky va kiéu ngao
qui miic ctia ho. Dau vay, ong khong nén hy vong rang minh c6
thé hiéu dugc nhitng bi an trong cach thic thd phung ciia céc
Kito hitu thong qua 10i giai thich ciia bat ky ngusi pham tran
nao.



V. Cudc sdéng cua cac Kitéo Hiu

01 VI cac Kito hitu khong khac biét gi so v6i nhitng ngusi

khic & qubc gia, ngon ngit hay phong tuc. Béi vi ho khong

cu ngu trong cac thanh phd riéng ctia ho, khong sit dung
mot ngon ngit khac, cling nhu khong theo mot 16i séng dic biét.
Ho ciing khong tuan theo nhitng suy doan hoac thao luan cia
nhing ké t0 mo, va cling khong tu nhan minh la tién phong cho
nhiing gido ly thuan tiy con nguoi, nhu ngudi khac hay lam. Ho
song & cac thanh phé Hy Lap cling nhut man di, tly theo s6 phan
cua moi ngudi. Ho tuan theo phong tuc ctia dan ban dia trong
cach an mic va 161 séng, nhung van thé hien duge mot cudc song
doc ddo va kho tin dén la thuong. Ho séng 6 qué huong minh,
ma chi nhu nhing ngusi 1 khach. Ho chia sé trach nhiém trong
moi viéc nhu mot ngudi cong dan, nhung lai chiu dung moi diéu
nhu nhiing nguoi tha huong. Véi ho, moi ving dat la déu nhu
qué huong, va moi viing dat to déu chi nhu mién xa la. Ho vun
ddp t6 Am va sinh con nhu bao nguoi, nhung ho khong bao gio
huy hoai nhiing dita con ctia minh. Ho &n chung mot ban, nhung
khong chung chong chung vg. Ho & trong xac thit, nhung ho
khong song theo xac thit.! Ho séng ¢ thé gian nhung lai 1a cong
dan thien dang.? Ho tuan theo phap luat, nhung cudc séng clia
ho con vugt lén trén ca phap luat. Ho yéu thuong tat ca moi
ngudi, nhung lai bi moi ngusi nguge dai. Ho bi phét 16, nhung
lai luon bi lén an; ho bi két an tt nhung lai dugce ban tang s
song.® Ho ngheo kho, nhung da lam cho nhiéu ngusi giau c6.* Ho
thiéu du diéu, nhung lai du gid moi su; ho bi xtic pham, nhung
trong chinh syt xtic pham dé ho lai duge ton vinh. Ho bi giem
pha, nhung lai dugc xung cong chinh; khi bi nhuc ma, thi ho

LT Co-rin-to 10:3
2 Phi-lip-phé 3:20
3 11 Co-rin-to 6:9

4 11 C6-rin-to 6:10



chtic phtic;! khi bi xtic pham, thi ho dap lai véi syt kinh trong;
ho lam diéu thién, nhung lai bi triing phat nhu nhitng ké ac. Bi
tritng phat, thi ho vui mimg nhu thé duge séng lai; ho bi ngusi
Do Thai thut han giéng nhu nhiing ké ngoai lai, va bi ngusi Hy
Lap ngugc dai; nhung nhiing ké thu han ho khong tai nao bién
minh dudge cho sy thut han ctia minh.

VI. Quan hé ctia cac Kitd hitu véi thé gian

OM GON LAI RANG, linh hon vé6i than xac nhu thé nao

thi cac Kito hitu 1a nhu thé d6 vé6i thé gian. Néu nhu

linh hon phan tan & khap noi trong than xac, thi cac
Kito hitu trad ngu 6 khap cac thanh phé trong thé gian. Néu
linh hon ngy trong than xac, nhung khong thuoc vé than xac,
thi cac Kito hitu ngy trong thé gian, nhung khong thuoc vé thé
gian?. Néu linh hon v6 hinh duge bdo vé béi than xac hitu hinh,
thi cac Kito hitu duge nhin thay la 6 trong thé gian, nhung su
tho phung ctia ho lai 1a v6 hinh. Than xac thit ghét linh hon,
va chién dau chéng lai né3, khong phai vi syt oan trai ndo, ma
do n6 khong duge thod man lac thi; thé gian ciing thit ghét cac
Kito hitu, ciing khong phai vi sy oan trai nao, ma do ho chéi bo
nhitng lac thu tran tuc. Linh hon yéu xac thit, dau bi n6 ghét
bd, va yéu ludn ci cac chi thé ctia né; nén cac Kito hitu ciing
yéu luon ca nhiing ngudi ghét minh. Linh hon bi giam cam trong
than thé, nhung lai gin gi cho chinh than thé ay; va cac Kito
hitu bi giam trong thé gian nhu trong tit nguc, nhung chinh ho

L 11 Co-rin-to 4:12
2 Gio-an 17:11, 14, 16
3 1 Phé-ro 2:11



lai 14 nhitng ngudi gin giit cho thé gian.! Linh hon bat tit ngy
trong mot can léu tam;? va cac Kito hitu ngy gifta tran thé, tim
kiém sy bat diét trén thien dang. Linh hon sé tré nén manh mé
hon khi thiéu &n thiéu udng; va tuong tu nhu vay, mic du cac
Kito hitu ngay cang bi ap biic, nhung s6 luong ciia ho lai ngay
cang tang. Chia da giao cho ho mot vi trf vinh du, va viéc choi
bo vi thé do 1a dieu sai lech.

! Trong Ho Gido II, chuong 7, thanh Justin Ti Dao (100-165) viét: “Viec
Chtia chd dgi va khong gay ra sy hon loan va huy diét toan thé gidi, didu
ma sé khién cho tat ca cac thién than ta 4c va 4c quy va ké ca con ngudi
sé khong con ton tai, 14 béi vi mam sdng clia cac Kité hitu,...”. Thanh
Aristides ctia Athens (thé ky 2) cling da viét: “Va toi khong hé nghi ngo
rang thé gi6i van ton tai dudc 14 nhd vao sy cau nguyén clia cic Kito
htu.” (Ho Gido, chuong 16)

Nguyéen gbc: oxfvope - Léu Tam, ngu ¥ chi than thé 1a noi cit ngu clia
linh hén twong tu nhu trong II Co-rin-t6 5:1-4 va II Phé-ro 1:13, 14. Tham
khio trong he thdng Strong tai day.


https://www.newadvent.org/fathers/0127.htm#:~:text=Wherefore%20God%20delays%20causing%20the%20confusion%20and%20destruction%20of%20the%20whole%20world%2C%20by%20which%20the%20wicked%20angels%20and%20demons%20and%20men%20shall%20cease%20to%20exist%2C%20because%20of%20the%20seed%20of%20the%20Christians%2C
https://www.tertullian.org/fathers/aristides_05_trans.htm#:~:text=And%20I%20have%20no%20doubt%20that%20the%20world%20stands%20by%20reason%20of%20%7C51%20the%20intercession%20of%20Christians
https://biblehub.com/greek/4638.htm

VII. Su xuat hién cia Pang Ciu Thé

HU TOI DA NOI bdi vi day khong phai la mot phat minh

tran thé ma ho dudc nhan, ciing khong phai 14 mot he

thong tu tudng clia con ngudi ma ho nghiém 1a can phai
gin giit can than, cling khong phai la sut quan 1§ ctia nhitng bi
an thuan tuy con ngudi ma ho duge giao phé. Nhung chinh Dic
Chua toan ning—DAang quyén ning, Dang tao hoa clia muon
loai, va Dang vo hinh—da gti tir trén thién dang va gieo rac gitta
loai ngusi Chan Ly va Ngoi Loi', Loi thanh than va khong the
thau hiéu, vd da khéc ghi Ngai vao trai tim ho. Trai v6i nhiing
gl con ngudi ¢ thé tudng tuong, Chia khong gii xubng tran
gian mot ngudi hau, mot thién s, hay mot lanh chaa, hay mot
trong nhitng dang cai quan tran thé, hay mot trong nhiing dang
ducge giao phé sap diat moi sy trén thien dang, ma lai chinh I
Déang Tao Héa va Tao Hinh ctia muon loai—Dang da dung lén
thien dang, Dang da rach ranh gidi cho bién ca, Dang ma tat ca
céc nguyen t6 déu tuan theo sy siap dit ctia Ngai, tt Dang ma
mat troi nhan lay nhiém vu cai quan thoi gian hang ngay, Dang
ma mit trang tuan theo, nhan lenh téa sang trong dem, Dang

L Tit “logos” trong van ban c6 thé duge dich bing ba cach: (a) Iy trf, kha
nang st dung 1y tri (suy nghi va ngon ng) ma Chia da ban cho ta—so
sanh 6 chuong 10, “ban tdng ho ca ly tri va tri tué” (Aéyoc va voitc); (b)
16i ran day, sy mac khai vé sy that ctia Chta Cttu Thé, dich lai thanh
“chinh Ngai da gui tit thien dang va gieo ric gitta lodi ngudi chan Iy vi 1oi
ran day thiéng liéng, vuot qua khoi sy hiéu biét clia con ngudi, vao trong
tim ho”; (c) Loi, sy Giang Tran ctia Ngoi Loi, va dich nhu trén. Néu ta
dich theo (a) thi cau sé bi t6i nghia. Ban dich (b) thi hgp 1y hon do dong
tU “gieo gidc” va “khéc ghi,” va ban dich (c¢) thi duge ngu ¥ béi tinh ti
“thanh” va “khong thé thau hiéu” (incomprehensible-dxatdintoc, duge
dung bdi thanh Gioan Chrysostom khi néi vé ban chat ctia Chtia). Va
ciing c¢6 thé rang ci (b) va (c) khong nhét thiét can phai, hogc khong thé
bi tach biét. Trong phiic am Gio-an, Chiia Giésu dap rang Ngai la chan
1y, Gio-an 14:6, dong thoi ran day bang chinh 16i (Aéyoc) ctia Ngai, vi du
Gio-an 4:41, 6:63, 8:51. Tac gia ciia 14 thu nay c6 thé c6 ca hai quan diém
trén, va khong c¢d phan biét gitta sy mac khai va Dang Miac Khai.
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ma cac vi sao quy phuc, theo sau trang trong quy dao ciia nang,
bdi Dang ma muon vat da dugce sap dat, dude dat vao ding vi
tri, vd déu quy phuc Ngai—thién dang va muon vat 6 trong do,
thé gian va muon vat & trong dé, bién ca vh muon vat & trong
dé, Itta, khong khi va vic tham, nhiing gi trén cao, nhing gi sau
tham, v& nhitng gi ¢ gitta. Chinh Dang ay da dugc Ngai phai
dén v6i loai nguoi. Phai chang Chia lam vay, nhu moi ngudi
hay nghi, vi Ngai mudn &4p dit bao quyen, hoiic dé gieo ric noi
s¢ va kinh hoang? Hoan toan khéng nhu vay. Nhung véi long
khoan dung va thién lanh, Chta da phai Ngai xuéng. Nhu mot
ditc vua phai ngudi con trai cia minh, ngudi cing la vua, Chia
da phai Ngai; Chta da phai Ngai véi tu cach 1a Chia; Chua da
phai Ngai véi tu cach 1a nguoi v6i con ngudsi; Chua da phai Ngai
v6i tu cach 1a mot Dang Ciu Chude, dén dé thuyét phuc, khong
phai dé cudng ép, vi su tan bao khong thuoc vé ban chat cia
Chiia. Chiia phéi Ngai dé goi ta vé, khong phai dé thit hin theo
duoi ta; Chia phai Ngai dé yeu thuong ta, khong phai dé phéan
xét. Vi néu Chia phai Ngai dé phan xét, thi ai sé co thé ding
dugce trude sy hién dién cta Ngai?

... Tai day van ban bi gian doan...

Ong khong thiy sao, ho bi ném cho tha dit dé phii nhan
Chia, nhung van khong bi khuat phuc?
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VIII. Suw khén khé ctia nhan loai trudc khi
Ngoi Loi nhap thé

O AI BIET GI vé Chua trudce khi Ngai giang tran? Hay 1

ong chap nhan nhitng hoc thuyét sdao rong va ngé ngan

ctia nhiing ké duge coi 1 hién triét?! Ong thi néi ring
Ita 1a Chia (ho goi d6 la Chia, noi ma chinh ho sé t6i); ong
thi 14 nu6c; nhitng ong khac thi 1a nhitng nguyén to khac, va
ching déu dudc tao ra bdi Chia. Nhung néu bat ky hoc thuyét
nao trong s6 nay duge chap thuan, thi tat cd nhitng thi con lai
trong tao vat déu c6 thé duge xung la Chta. Nhung nhiing 1oi
khéng dinh nhu vay chi don thuan la nhitng 16i phan vo can ci
va sai lech clia nhitng ké phit phép; va khong mot ai c6 thé nhin
thay va biét dén Chua, néu Ngai khong mic khai chinh Ngai.
Va Ngai da tuy méc khai chinh Ngai thong qua dic tin, va dé la
con dudng duy nhat dé biét dén Chia. Vi Chia, Thién Chia
va Dang Tao Ho4 ctlia thé gian, Dang da dyng nén muon vat va
sap xép moi sit theo quy ci, da ching té rang Ngai khong chi
yéu thuong con ngusi ma con nhan nhin chiu dung. Ding, Ngai
da luon nhu vay, van dang nhu vay, va sé mai nhu vay: an can
va thién lanh, khong phan no, va chan chinh, va 1a Dang duy
nhat thién lanh.? Va Ngai da hinh thanh trong tam trf Ngai mot
ké hoach vi dai v khong thé dién ta, dieu ma Ngai chi truyén
dat lai cho Con ctia Ngai. Vi vay, khi Chia giit kin va che giau y

! Thanh Justin Tt Dao viét “Cac ong thiy day, sy hén loan ctia nhing ké

ma céc ong coi 1 hién triét, nhitng ké ma cac 6ng cho la cac bac thay
clia ton gido: mot vai ong tuyen bd ring nude 1a cin nguyén clia van vat;
nhitng 6ng khéc, khong khi; nhing ong khac, ltta; va nhing ong khac,
nhing nguyén t6 da duge dé cap trén; va tit ca ho déu st dung nhing lap
luan thuyét phuc dé thiét lap cho nhing sai lam ctia chinh ho...”—Thuyét
giao cho ngusi Hy Lap, chuong 4.

T “thién lanh” dau tién 13 chi ddc tinh ctia Chia, va vé sau ngu ¥ rang
Chia la ngudn thién lanh duy nhat, tham khao Méat-théu 19:17; Mac-co
10:18; Lu-ca 18:19.
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https://www.earlychristianwritings.com/text/justinmartyr-hortatory.html#:~:text=You%20see%2C%20then,their%20own%20errors
https://www.earlychristianwritings.com/text/justinmartyr-hortatory.html#:~:text=You%20see%2C%20then,their%20own%20errors

dinh huyén nhiém ctia Ngai, Chia tudng ching nhu da bé quén
va trd nén tho o véi ching ta.! Nhung sau khi Ngai da mic khai
moi di¢u qua Con yéu mén ctia Ngai va cong khai moi syt Ngai
da chuan bi tit thud ban dau, Chida da ban cho ching ta tat ca
moi an hué cling mot lic—dé ta cé thé thay dude sy on ich, tam
nhin v& sy hiéu biét vé nhitng huyén nhiém ma khong mot ai cé
thé ngo téi.

IX. Tai sao Chaa Con lai tri hoan suw Nhap
Thé?

HI THOI KY CU con ton tai, Chia cho phép ta bi chi

phéi béi nhitng thoi thic khong thé kiém ham, bi 1oi kéo

béi st khoai lac va nhitng duc vong khac nhau. Khong
phai vi Chiia han hoan gi trude nhitng lam 13i cia ching ta, ma
chi don thuan 1a Ngai dang nhan nhin ching; ciing khong phéai
1a Chiia chap thuan thoi ky ctia sy bat chinh truée day, ma la
Ngai dang kién tao mot thoi ki méi clia sy cong chinh. Khi nhan
ra chinh nhitng hanh dong ctia minh da khién ta bat xing véi
sy song, ta lai dude vire day véi su sdng bang long nhan tit clia
Chta. Va sau khi nhan ra sy bat luc ciia ta trong viéc tir than
bude vao vuong qubc clia Chia, ta lai ¢6 thé lam duge dua vao
stic manh ctia Chaa. Nhung khi toi 16i ctia ta da chat chong, khi
ma hinh phat tuong xing da dugc thé hien mot cach 16 rang:
su trimg phat va cai chét, va khi ma thoi diém Chaa da dinh
sén ciing da dén, thoi diém ma Ngai mubn bay t6 long nhan tit
v quyén nang ctia minh (Oi, long nhan tur va tinh yéu vi dai
biét bao ctia Ngai!), thi Chia khong hé cadm ghét ching ta, cling
khong xua dudi ta di, hay mang long thit han. Ngugc lai, Chiia

1 V& viec Chta gidu kin sy huyén nhiém tit muon doi trude, tham khao
Ro-ma 16:25; I Co-rin-to 2:7-10; Ga-lat 4:4,5; E-phé-xo 3:4-10; Co-16-xé
1:26,27. Vé van dé Chia dudng nhu “bd qua” toi 16i clia con ngudi & thoi
ky truée, tham khéo Ro-ma 3:25; Hip-ri 9:15; va dic biét 1a Cong vu Tong
Db 17:30. Toan bo doan vin trén déu mang ¥ tudng ciia thanh Paul.

12



chiu dung va nhan nhin, va véi long thuong x6t, ganh chiu toi
16i ctia ta. Chia da hy sinh chinh Con ctia Ngai dé citu chudc
chiing ta, Dang thanh thién cho ké gian ac, Dang vo toi cho ké
c6 toi, Dang cong chinh cho ké bat chinh, Dang bat diét cho ké
s& muc nat, va Dang bat tit cho ké sé chét.

Vi con diéu gi khéac c6 thé che day dugc toi 16i cia chiing ta
ngoai sit cong chinh ciia Ngai? Biang cach nao khac ma ching
ta, nhitng ké pham toi va tran tuc, lai c6 thé duge xung cong
chinh ngoai thong qua Con duy nhét cta Chaa? Oi sy trao déi
ngot ngao! Oi hoat dong khong thé thau hiéu! Oi nhing an hue
vugt qua hin moi mong dgi, ring toi 16i ciia nhiéu ngusi duge
che lai trong mot Dang cong chinh duy nhat, va st cong chinh
ctia Ngai da xung cong chinh cho nhiing ké bat chinh! Do doé,
bang viéc minh chiing cho ta thay trong thoi ky truée vé sy bat
lic ctia ban chat con ngudi trong viéc dat lay sy song, va bang
su mac khai cia mot Dang Cttu Chudc c6 thé citu chuoc dude
ca nhitng diéu ma truée day khong thé, Chia mudn ching ta vi
cad hai Iy do d6 ma tin vao long lanh ctia Ngai va coi Ngai nhu
14 Dang Nuoi Dudng, Nguoi Cha, Ngusi Thay, Ngusi C6 Van,
Bac Si, Tri Tue, Anh Sang, Danh Dy, Vinh Quang, Stc Manh
va Sy Song, va rang ta khong nén lo lang vé com &n va 4o mic.
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X. Nhitng phuéc lanh ctia niém tin

EU ONG ciing mong muon c¢6 duge dic tin nay, hay nhan

trude hét tri thitc vé Chua Cha. Vi Chua da yeu thuong

con nguodi, vi ho ma Ngai da dung lén ca thé gidi, trao
ho quyén cai quan muon vat, ban ting ho ca Iy tri va tri tue, va
chi riéng ho méi duge Chuia cho phép nguée nhin lén thién dang,
tao hinh ho theo hinh anh ctia Ngai, vi ho ma Ngai da phai Con
duy nhat ctia Ngai, va v6i ho ma Ngai da hen u6c mot vuong
quoc trén thien dang, va sé trao né cho nhitng ngudi yéu mén
Ngai. Va khi 6ng da thau hiéu duge diéu nay, 6ng nghi ong sé
vui dén mitc nao? Hay, licu ong sé yéu Chia nhu thé nao, Dang
ma da yéu thuong ong truéc? Va néu ong yéu Ngai, ong sé noi
guong sy thién lanh ciia Ngai. Va ding ngac nhién rang mot
ngudi c6 thé tré nén giéng Chia. Anh ta c6 thé, néu nhu anh ta
sén long. Béi vi syt hanh phiic khong duge tim thay trong viéec
ha hiép lang gieng, hay tim cach ditng trén co nhitng ngudi yéu
hon, ho#ic bing cach gidu co, va té ra hung bao véi nhitng ngusi
kém céi. Con ngusi khong thé tré nén giong Chia bing nhiing
cach thic nhu vay; nhitng diéu dé hoan toan xa la v6i Dang
Toan Niang. Ngudc lai, ngusi ndo san sang nang dé ganh nang
clia ngudi lang giéng; ngudi ndo san sang gitp dé nhing ngusi
yéu kém trong linh vitc minh giéi hon, ngusi nao sdn sang phan
phat cho nhitng ngudi thiéu thoén véi nhitng diéu minh da nhan
duge ti Chiia sé tré thanh mot thanh nhan doi véi nhitng ngudi
nhan tit minh; nguoi ay sé tré nén giong Chua.! Khi Ay, cho du

! Tham khao I Gio-an 3:16,17 va 4:21. Thanh Gregogry ciia Nazianzus
(329-390) ciing da viét: “Hay trd thanh mot dang than v6i nhiing ngudi
khong may m#n bing viéc biat chuée long vi tha ctia Chia, béi vi con
ngudi chidng c6 viec nao giéng Chia hon bing viec lam diéu thién; va cho
dit néu Chia 13 mo6t ding nhan ti trén mot quy mod 16n, va con ngudi
nhé bé hon, thi t6i nghi, méi ngudi vAn nén lam viéc thién, tan dung hét
stic Iy clia minh.”, trich Dién Van Thit 14: Vé Long Yéu Thuong Ngudi
Ngheo Kho, doan 26, 27.
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ong van con ¢ thé gian, ong sé thay Chua trén thien dang cai tri
ca dat troi. Ong sé bat dau thot ra nhitng diéu huyeén nhiem tit
Chia; va ong sé yéu thuong va kinh phuc nhitng ngusi dang bi
tra tan vi ho khong chéi bé Chua; va ong sé lén an sy gid doi va
mi quang clia thé gian khi 6ng cAm nhan dugde cudc séng thuc
su trén thién dang, t6 ra khinh miét truée thi duge xem la cai
chét noi day, va run sg trude cai chét thiyc su——cai chét duoge
danh cho nhiing ké bi két 4n véi ngon lita doi doi, ngon lita ma
sé thieu d6t nhitng ké bi ném vao dé6 cho dén tan cuing. Va ong
sé kinh phuc nhitng ngudi vi syt ¢cong chinh ma phai chiu dung
ngon lita tam thoi, va ong sé xem ho la nhimg ngusi phude lanh
khi 6ng hiéu duge ban chat ciia ngon lta do.!

XI. Nhitng diéu dang biét dang tin

OI KHONG NOI nhiing diéu la 1am hay phi 1y; nhung 1
mon do ciia cac Tong Do, t6i da tré thanh ngudsi thay
ctia muon dan, va véi nhitng dicu da truyén dat lai cho
toi, toi deu phung sy lai mot cach ding dan cho nhiing ngudi
xitng dang 14 mon do ctia chan 1§. Vi ¢6 ai dugce truyen day ding
dan va do dé6 yeéu mén Ngoi Loi, ma lai khong tim cach hoc hoi
chinh xac nhitng diéu Ngoi Loi da day r6 rang cho cac mon do?

! Thanh Gioan Chrysostom (347-407) viét: “...bdi ngay ca mat troi ciing
khong thé thay ro rang béi ké mii, thi ciing nhu vy, niém han hoan clia
ngudi tinh tdo khong thé hiéu duge bdi ké dien. Chi c¢6 cac tin do mdi 1a
ngudi phan quyét ding din vé nhitng van dé nay, vi ho khéng c6 ciing
niém vui va ndi budn gidng nhu nhitng ngudi khic. Néu nhin mot vo si
quyén anh mang trén minh day nhitng vét thuong va doi mot vuong mién,
ngudi khong biét gi vé cudc thi sé chi thiy sy dau dén ctia nhitng vét
thuong, ma khong thé hiéu duge niém han hoan ma vuong mien d6 da
mang lai. Cling nhu vay, nhiing ngudi chi nhin thay nhitng khé khin cia
ta ma khong hiéu duge 1y do diing sau sé nghi ngd rang ta ching c6 gi
ngoai khé dau. Va that vay, ho chi nhin thiy dugc nhiing cudc vat 1on va
nguy hiém, nhung khong théy dugc nhitng giai thudng, nhing viong mién
va muc dich cao cd clia cuodc thi...”, trich Thuyét gido 12 vé II Co-rin-to.
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Chinh Ngai da hién ra truéc mat ho va tro chuyen cong khai
nhitng diéu khong thé hiéu duge bdi nhitng ké vo dao. Ngai da
giai thich can ké lai cho cdc mon do, nhitng nguodi dude Ngai xem
14 mo dao, va ho da nhan dugc tri thitc vé nhiing diéu huyen
nhiém ctia Chta Cha. Chtia Cha da phai Ngoi Loi dé Ngai c6
thé xuat hien truée thé gian; Dang bi khinh miét béi nhing
ngudi duge chon, nhung lai duge rao giang béi cac Tong Do va
tin nhan bdi muon dan.! Day 1a Dang da hién httu tit thud ban
dau, Dang hién than 14 méi, nhung lai duge thay la cfi, va luon
duge tai sinh tudi méi trong trong trai tim ctia cac thanh.? Day
1a Dang Hang Hitu, nay dudc tuyén xung 1a Chia Con;® nho
Ngai, Gido Hoi trd nén giau c6, va an sung lan rong va nhan
rong gitta cac thanh. An stng ban sy hiéu biét, tiét 160 nhimg bi
an, loan bao nhing thoi diém, vui mimg vi cac tin do, ban ting
cho nhitng ai tim kiém Ngai,* nhiing nguoi ma khong pha vo 10i
hita cta dic tin, nhiing ngusi ma khong vugt qua ranh giéi ma

1 So sanh I Ti-mo-thé 3:16

2 Hai tit “méi” trong cau trén 13 hai tit khac nhau trong vin ban gbc. Trong
cum tir “hién than 1a mdéi”, “mdéi” xouvéc - kainos (link), nghia 14 mdéi trong
ban chét, 14 chua ting dude nghe thiy (duge diing trong Méc-co 1:27;
Ga-lat 6:15; va II Co-rin-t6 5:17); con “tai sinh tuci méi’, véog - neos
(link), vé khia canh thdi gian, tudi tac, (“Ciing khong ai 1ay rugu mdi do6
vao bau da cii” - Mat-théu 9:17 - chi rugu méi duge lam; “dé cac cu ¢
thé khuyén cac phu nit tré biét yeéu chong, yéu con” - Ti-to 2:4 - chi tré
trong nghia tudi tac). Chia con la kainos trong syt Nhap Thé, 1a sy kien
mdi hoan toan trong ban chit, chua bao gid xay ra trong lich sit. Va Ngai
ludn 1a neos, tuci méi, trong dsi séng dic tin clia cac tin do; méi quan hé
va niém tin yéu ctia céc tin do véi Chiia luén dude doi méi va tran day
stic song. Trong sach Early Church Classic, cau trén dudc dich 1a: “This
is He Who was from the beginning, Who appeared as new and was found
to be ancient, and is ever being born anew in the hearts of the saints.”

3 Thanh Vinh 2:7, dugc nhic dén bdi thanh Paul & Antioch, Cong vu Tong

D6 13:33, va da dugc thuc hién trong sy Hoi Sinh ctia Chia Kito, Ro-ma

1:4.

An sting & day c6 thé hiéu 1a Cha Thanh Than, thong qua cac dong ti

chti dong “ban,” “tiét 16,” “loan bao,” “vui ming,” “ban tang.”
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cac Giao Phu da dat ra. Khi ay, su kinh s¢ ctia 1é luat duge ca
tung, va an sung cua cac sit gia dugc chiing nhan, va dic tin
ctia cac Tin Mimg duge thiét lap, va truyén théng ctia cac St
Do duge duy tri, va an sting ctia Gido Hoi han hoan. Néu ong
khong lam budn an stng,' 6ng sé hiéu dugce nhitng diéu Ngoi Loi
truyen day, thong qua ngusi Ngai mudn va vao thoi diem Ngai
muoén. Vi nhiing diéu ma ching toi da dugce thic giuc thot ra
vdi nhiéu cong stic theo ¥ mudn ctia Ngoi Loi da ra lénh, ching
toi muodn truyen dat lai v6i ong vi long yéu mén nhiing diéu da
duge mic khai cho ching toi.

XII. Tam quan trong cua tri thiic trong doi
song dic tin

HI ONG DA DOQC va lang nghe mot cich chan thanh

nhing diéu da viét, ong sé biét nhing dicu Chia danh

cho ngudi yéu Ngai mot cach chan than. Ong sé nhu
mot thien dang ctia syt han hoan, vA uom trong trong trai tim
ong sé 1a mot cay triu qua va luon xanh tuoi, duge to diém véi
muon van trai ngot. Vi tai noi day, ca cay tri thiic va cay su song
déu dugce trong; tuy nhién, khong phai cay tri thic 1a thit hiy
diet—ma chinh sy bat tuan mdéi la thi huy diet.? Qua that vay,
khong phai khong c6 1y do ma trong Kinh Thanh ghi lai, ring
Ditc Chutia ngay tit ban dau da trong mot cay tri thitc va mot cay

! Néu ta hiéu an sting 1a Chtia Thanh Than, ta cé thé thay dugc sy tuong
quan trong thi ctia thanh Paul: “Xin anh chi em dimg lam budn Dic
Théanh Linh ciia Ditc Chiia Trai” (E-phé-so 4:30).

2 Thanh Gioan Chrysostom viét: “...khong phai 1a viéc an trai tit cay (tri
thitc) khién m#t ho mé ra: ho da cé thé nhin thiy ngay ca trudc khi an.
Thay vao d6, hanh dong an trai tit cay nay da la diu hieu clia sy bat
tuan va vi pham diéu ran ctia Chia; va do d6, v6i cdm giac toi 18i, ho da
tu tude di su vinh hién bao quanh minh, khién ban than khong con xtng
dang v6i sy ton kinh cao quy 4y,” trich Thuyét gido vé Sang Thé, thuyét
giao 16.
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s song ngay gitta viton dia dang, ngu ¥ rang con dudng dén véi
sit séng la tri thite. Va béi vi t6 tien ching ta da khong st dung
tri thitc mot cach ding dan, nén ho da bi 16t tran vi sy lita déi
clia con ran. Vi sé khong c6 su song néu thiéu tri thic, va ciing
nhu khong c6 tri thic ding dan néu thiéu sy séng that sy. !
Béi nén vay, ca hai cay déu duge trong gan nhau. Hiéu duge stic
manh ctia sit két hgp nay va quy 16i cho tri thite khi duge thuc
hanh téch biét khéi cac dicu ran dan dén sy séng, Dic Tong Do
da tuyen bo: “Tri thiic sinh ra kiéu cang, con tinh yéu thuong
thi gay dung.”? Véi ké nghi rang hin biét tat cd moi thit, ma lai
thiéu tri thitc chan chinh duge minh chiing béi sy song, thi han
chéng biét gi; han bi lita déi béi con ran, vi hdn khong yeu su
song chan thuyc. Nhung ngudi nao da thu nap tri thic véi long
kinh trong va theo dudi sy séng, thi c6 thé gieo trong trong hy
vong va mong chd qua ngot. Hay dé trai tim ong la tri thitc cia
ong, va dé cudc song clia ong la 16i chan that duge hiéu béi trai
tim ong.

Néu 6ng vun trong cai cay ay va mang lai hoa tréi, ong sé
mai mai gat hai duge nhitng diéu ma Dic Chta mong doi, dieu
ma con ran khong thé nao véi t6i, didu ma moi sy déi lira déu
khong thé dén gan; Eva ciing sé khong bi cam db, ma dudce tin

! Thanh Gioan Chrysostom viét: “...viéc hiéu r6 rang vé gido 1y nhung lai
lo 1 vé cudc séng 1a hoan toan vo nghia; va viéc quan tam dén cudc séng
nhung lai 1o 13 gigo 1§ chan chinh cfing khong mang lai bat ky gia tri
gl cho sy citu rdi. Nhu anh chi em da thay, néu ching ta mudén thoat
khéi dia nguc va tién vao thien dang, thi ta can phai néi bat vé ca hai
khia canh: sy chinh x4c trong gido 1y va sy cht tam vio doi séng. That
vay, hay cho toi biét, mot cai cay dit vuon cao chét vot, tan 14 xum xué
nhung lai khong thé ra trai thi cé ich 1oi gi? Tuong tu nhu vay, déi véi
cac Kitd hitu, gidgo 1y chinh xac sé khong mang lai lgi ich gi néu ta khong
chii trong vao viéc séng. Do d6, Dang Kité da tuyén bd nhitng ngudi nhu
vay 1a duge phuée lanh: ‘phudc cho ai vang git nhitng diéu ran nay va
day nguoi khac ciing lam theo.” (cdu nay duge dich sat nghia trong bai
thuyét gido ctia thanh Gioan Chrysostom. Cau nay twong ti nhu trong
Mat-théu 5:19),” trich Thuyét gido vé Sang Thé, thuyét gido 12

2 1 Co-rin-to 8:1
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tuéng nhu mot trinh nit. Va sy citu 16 dude xuat hién 16 rang,
va cac Tong Do duge giai nghia, va Lé Phuc Sinh ctia Chia tién
t61, va cac dan hgp xudng dude tap hop lai, va dude sap dit
theo thit tu chuan muc, va Ngoi Loi vui mitng trong viée gidng
day cac thanh nhan—thong qua Ngai ma Chia Cha duge vinh
danh: Sang danh Ngai dén muon doi Amen.
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